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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13TH 
Please donate your ‘gently used’, ’unwanted’ or 

‘unneeded’ holiday items and/or decorations. We have 

room to store them until the sale.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunnymere’s First 
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From Our Executive Director, Ruth Isiminger 
 

Greetings Family and Friends,  

Summer!  How long we wait for it to arrive!  There is nothing like the feeling 

of being able to enjoy the great outdoors without a coat.  I hope everyone is 

taking advantage of all that the summer has to offer. 

 

A big welcome to our newest residents to Sunnymere, Beverly and Gene 

Lemons and Alden ‘Sonny’ Johnson.  We are so glad to have you join our 

family.   

 

I am also pleased to announce to our family and friends that Sunnymere 

was the recipient of three grant awards for the replacement of galvanized 

plumbing which supplies resident rooms.  The grants have been provided by The Dunham Fund, The 

Alfred Bersted Foundation, and the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley.  We are so grateful 

for their generous support.  We anticipate the plumbing repairs will begin in late August or early Sep-

tember.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Spring Rummage Sale, Shavon’s first sale. We raised about 

$1100 which will pay for eight professional entertainers.  And, we were delighted to see so many of you 

at our annual Mother’s Day Celebration and at the Family Picnic.  

 

When you have a chance, take a look around the outside of the building. ‘Moms and More’ has planted 

and maintained the two vegetable gardens on the east side of our building.  The fruits of their labor are 

beginning to arrive and it is always good to have fresh produce to enjoy.  The  brick landscaping wall in 

our front yard is now complete. We were introduced to Tony, who did the job, by Sue Heath.  And Sue, 

thanks for weeding our flower bed.  Anyone else who wants to help us with our landscaping, let me 

know! 

 

Please enjoy our newsletter.  Have a Blessed Summer!      Ruth 

Remembering 

 Barbara Deshich  

Barb lived with us from September 2016 to May of 2018.  

Our condolences to her family.  



Sunnymere Awarded Grants to Replace 

Old Galvanized Plumbing 

Sunnymere was built in 1939, and at that time, galvanized pipes were used everywhere. 

However, the average lifespan of galvanized steel water supply pipe is 40 to 60 years--and 

Sunnymere is approaching its 80th year.  Over time, the galvanized steel pipes begin to 

rust or corrode from the inside out, resulting in reduced water pressure and restricted 

water flow. Replacing this piping will improve the water pressure and the longevity of 

the building.  

 

George and family 

Eileen and family 

M
artha and family 

Lloyd and daughter Lynn 

June and family 

Barb and Julie & Michael 

Dawnn and family 

So nice to see our families! 



Betty with her granddaughter Nettie’s family. 
Diana with Shelley, Ross and RJ Eileen with her dear 

friend, Jodene.  

Joyce and her daughter, Chris 

Judy and sister Sue 

Lucille with daughters, Mary and Sue.  

Renell with daughter Karen and 

grandkids.  

Mary Lu and family 

Ruby and her good friend, Eva.  

Sophie  with  son and daughter-in-law 

Teresa with the daughter 

Pat and friend Patty.  

Virginia and grandkids 

Our wonder-

ful Shavon 

The Annual Mothers Day Celebration was so 
much fun. Entertainment by Prairie Sun (they 
each play many instruments), supper by Chef 
Larry and decorations by Shavon!!  



Janet 

Two Judys 

Lucille and daughters Sue 

and Mary.   

Martha with Anita, Tom and Tracey.  

Martha 

MaryLu, Jim and family 

Ray with Maricela 

Renell, grandkids and great grandkids 

Virginia and Bill I. 

Zella, Linda, Glenn and their families 

What a nice Family Picnic we had this 

year.  Thank you to Shavon for coordi-

nating the day, to Chef Larry for pro-

viding our picnic buffet, and to Mar-

tha’s son Tom for taking all these great 

pictures. A good time was had by all! 

Thank you, Chef Larry, for our picnic feast! 

Clarette 



Meet the first couple to live in our suites: Gene & Beverly Lemons 

When Ross and Shelly Lemons began looking for 

a place for his parents Gene and Beverly, as well 

as his mom’s sister, Diana; they knew they 

wanted a ‘family’ place.  They knew they found 

it when they came to Sunnymere.  Beverly had 

always lived with ‘family’ and they didn’t want 

to break that up.  For Beverly and Gene, it was never just the two of them—her parents and 

her sister always lived with them.  When their boys — Jim and Ross, came along, there was 

just more people to love them!!  

 

Eugene Lemons was born in 1934 and raised in Pine Bluff, Arkansas.  He had five brothers. 

In the early 1950’s, Gene volunteered for the military and was assigned to the air force base 

at O’Hare Airport as a mechanic.  For fun, the troops all enjoyed going into Chicago for the 

USO —where Gene met a certain young woman named Beverly Weiher! That was the end 

of going back to Arkansas, Chicago area would become home.   

 

Beverly and her family always lived on the south side of Chicago.  She graduated from Lind-

bloom High School in 1952 and took a job at Goodman Manufacturing as a bookkeeper.  

 

Bev and Gene married in 1955, after dating just a few months. It wasn’t long before Bev quit 

her job and became a fulltime homemaker for her family.  Gene got a job as a truck driver, 

driving an 18-wheeler every day.  They moved to a big house in Orland Park in 1959, where 

Jim and Ross were born and raised.   Sadly, Jim passed away at the age of 56.   About the 

same time,  Ross married Shelly, and it wasn’t long before RJ was born.  Their grandson is 

now turning seven! Gene and Bev will be married 63 years in August.  

 

Gene and Bev always loved being ‘Rock Hounds’, hunting for rocks that would contain 

gems in them.  Over the years, they traveled to many states, collecting many beautiful rocks 

and making wonderful jewelry!  

 

We’re so glad that Beverly and Gene (and Diana) are all 

living at Sunnymere. They are a real addition to our Sunnymere family. 



From our Life Enrichment Coordinator, Shavon Gardner 

Hello Residents and Families,  

I have now been the Life Enrichment Coordinator for over three months. I oversee 

Direct Care and run the Activities for the residents.  I really am enjoying my new po-

sition.  

First, I want to thank all my Direct Care 

staff for all they  do for our residents. 

You’re the best!  

Next, we know the best way to really ‘enjoy’ Sunnymere is to 

participate in activities.  So, we’ve been ‘spicing’ up a few 

things:  

For our ‘Keep Movin’ (Exercise) sessions, we are now using an 

exercise DVD—and the residents are enjoying it.   

June is the traditional wedding month, and we had our first mock wedding!  A big thank you to my 

‘groom’, Mike, the ‘preacher’, Larry and the attendants: Versie, Sam, Shanty.  Little did we know that the 

residents and Larry had planned a very unorthodox ceremony! We all had a lot of laughs and the residents 

had a very good time.  

We’ve had some very fun events these last few months— the Mother’s 

Day celebration, Polynesian Review, Chris Stapleton (sings like Patsy 

Klein), the Family Picnic and the Oswego Senior Center Choir. 

Everyone enjoys pool parties in the summer—and so did our residents. 

We all enjoyed dipping our toes in the little pools on the veranda, while 

sipping frosty beverages! 

Looking ahead, watch for our ‘Spirit Month’ in August— a special ‘fun’ 

day each week for the whole month.   

In October, (Saturday, Oct. 13th) we will be having our very first ‘Holiday Décor’ Rummage Sale. Box 

up those decorations for Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc., that you 

no longer use and give them to Sunnymere.  Someone 

else will love them!! (Thank you Vicki, for suggesting this 

idea.) 

Our Deck the Halls will be Saturday, December 1st, 

where volunteers will be decorating Sunnymere for 

Christmas while families will decorate their loved one’s 

room.  

And on Saturday, December 15th, we will have a ‘Brunch with Santa’. Santa has agreed to stop over, and 

we want those kids, grandkids, great grand-kids to all come. Of course, photos with Santa! 

Thank you for welcoming me with open arms.           Shavon 



JULY 

MARTHA MCW—2 YEARS 

LEONA—3 YEARS 

RUBY—3 YEARS 

VIRGINIA—3 YEARS 

NORA—2 YEARS 

 

AUGUST 

KEVIN—2 YEARS 

RAY—6 YEARS 

 

SEPTEMBER 

JOHN M—4 YEARS 

________________________ 

STAFF  

JULY 

JENNFER C.—1 YEAR 

 

SEPTEMBER  

MARY—2 YEARS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Summertime and the 
living is easy." 
--George Gershwin 

RESIDENTS 

July 

July 15—Ilka 

July 25—Versie 

 

August 

August 3—Monica 

August 11—Stephanie 

 

September 

Sept. 2—JP 

Sept. 22—Ruth 

   STAFF 

July 

July 15—Sophie 

July 20—Clarette 

July 29—Dawnn 

 

August 

 

September 

9/1—Barbara  

9/16—Leona 

 

Welcome to our newest residents: 

               

Alden (Sonny) Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Gene & Beverly Lemons 

Congratulations to Laura (kitchen staff) who 
gave birth to a baby girl, Adelaney, on                            

Monday, July 23rd. 


