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Save the Date: Saturday, March 16 at 2pm 

Presenting Dave Herzog’s Marionettes! 

The Puppet Circus is coming to Sunnymere!! 

 

Great for ‘children’ of all ages—bring your family and friends.  

Dave Herzog's Marionettes is the only puppet company in the Chicago area devoted 

exclusively to the art of the marionette.  

 Dave Herzog has been involved in the art of  puppetry since receiving a toy marionette from his father when 
he was four years old.  A fulltime professional puppeteer for more than 40 years, Dave is well-known to au-
diences throughout the Chicago land area. He is a popular guest at hundreds of  schools, preschools, summer 
camps, libraries, fairs, and festivals annually. Dave has also been a frequent performer at Chicago’s world-
famous Navy Pier, and is the creator of  one of  the Pier’s signature characters, Fathom the Sea Serpent. 
and  is the creator of one of the Pier’s signature characters, Fathom the Sea Serpent. 
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Greetings all of our Sunnymere friends, 

 

As I sit here and contemplate what to write for our Winter Newslet-

ter, I look outside to see the snow falling and the big topic of dis-

cussion for the day is how terribly cold it is outside.  Some of our 

cars did not want to start, while other cars grumbled in response to 

the deep freeze we are currently experiencing.  On the bright side 

of all this cold is the fact the days are getting longer and with each 

new day we are one step closer to spring.   

 

One other bright side for me personally, was that we finally had snow worthy 

of building a snowman; so I hope you enjoy my snowman as much as I do.  

 

Looking ahead: Sunnymere is very excited to bring our very first  mario-

nette/puppet show to our residents and their families.  They will be here on  

Saturday, March 16th.  Check out this newsletter for more details.  Please 

come and join the fun.  And, you are welcome to join our family for our Val-

entine’s Day party on the 14th  when the Unscheduled Band will entertain. And on the next 

day, Randy Walker is entertaining on Friday, the 15th of February—remember, families are al-

ways welcome. 

 

One last note: Thank you to those who participated in our Annual Fund Drive/ Giving Tues-

day—we were able to raise a little over $7,000 for activities expenses.  You are so very appre-

ciated. Thanks again for investing in care for our residents. 

 

In this newsletter, we have tried to give you a taste of all we did at Sunnymere in 2018.  It’s so 

nice to look back at all the fun times we had!  Enjoy our year in review. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ruth  
Ruth Isiminger, BSN, RN 
Executive Director 

 



Hello Family and Friends,  

Hope everyone had a good Christmas and New Years. Now, here we 

are in January, facing all of the cold weather and snow. Stay warm! 

 

Over the last three months, we had some really special activities.   

So glad the St. Olaf pre-schoolers once again joined us for Halloween.  

They are so cute dressed in their Halloween costumes!  They ‘trick or 

treated’ up and down our halls and then entertained us all with 

songs.  We all loved having them come.  

 

In November, election officials came to Sunnymere so all registered voters could vote in the 

election.  At the end of the month was our annual ‘Decorate Sunnymere for Christmas’.  

This year, our ‘Deck the Halls’ event was great because of our hard working volunteers—

especially—Julie and Michael Kane, and Mary Wolf, who worked hard to get those decora-

tions up!  And, we were lucky to have the help of some East High students. 

In December, Santa came to visit. Thank you to everyone for coming to ‘Lunch with Santa’.  

Santa  tells us he had a great time seeing the many children laughing and playing and telling 

him what they wanted for Christmas.  What a joy to see the residents and staff all enjoying 

Santa.  Many thanks to Santa for finding time to come to Sunnymere.   

 

Coming up in February—our annual Valentine’s Day Party is on the 14th, with the 

‘Unscheduled Band’ entertaining.  (Get on your dancing shoes, everyone!)  And on, Friday, 

February 15th, guitarist/vocalist Randy Walker will be here to entertain. Of course, family 

members are welcome to join us. 

 

And in March, the ’Circus’ is coming to Sunnymere. On Saturday, March 16th at 2pm, pup-

peteer Dave Herzog will bring his circus of marionettes here.   Bring the kids, the grand-

kids, the great-grand kids for a circus of fun.  Spend a fantastically fun filled day at the Cir-

cus with Dave Herzog's Marionettes.  

 

Sincerely Yours, 

Shavon Garner, Life Enrichment Coordinator 



What was 2018 like at Sunnymere? 

January brought Aurora’s  annual 

MLK Day of Service, and once 

again, Sunnymere was pleased to 

participate.  Our residents had a 

lot of fun with all the area students 

who came to visit! 

St. Patrick’s Day was great fun.  

Students  from East Aurora created a very special ‘Oscar’ 

night for our residents.  So much fun for all! 

We celebrated Mardi Gras! 



We had a lovely party to welcome Spring! 

So nice to have Moms ‘n More spend time with our residents.  

And we loved the veggies that came out of their garden!  

A very fun Valentine’s 

Day Party! 



What a fun Polynesian Party! 

Loved Crazy Hat Day1 

Memorial Day—

Honoring our Veterans! 

Vern, Ray, Don B.,    

Don D, Johnny K.,    

John M.  

 

We appreciated the Vet-

erans Group for provid-

ing a moving service.  



What a lovely 

Mother’s Day              

celebration in 2018. So 

pleased to see so many 

family members visit-

ing their mothers, 

grandmothers, aunts, 

great grandmothers...!! 



The annual Family Picnic! 



Shavon and Mike got ‘married’.  And 

‘Pastor’ Larry performed the ceremony! 

Halloween was so much fun! 

We all had a great time at 

our ‘Lunch with Santa’.   
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Meet Don Drake 

 

Don moved to Sunnymere in 2017.  He was born in 

1931 in Chicago. The family didn’t stay long in Chicago 

because  the 1930’s were in the height of the Depres-

sion, and Don’s father moved the family (mom, dad, 

older brother and  little Don) around to make sure he 

had work. They worked a farm in Wauzeka, Wisconsin 

and then moved back to the Chicago area where dad 

became a policeman in Stickney.   

Dad took another job at Western Electric in Cicero, but the family stayed in Stickney. 

While in high school in Stickney, young Don enjoyed gymnastics and  also worked as 

an usher at the Palace Theater. Don graduated high school in 1949 and joined the Air 

Force the following year. He served in the military for four years,                                                     

ending up as a Sergeant.  He even got his pilot’s license                                                                    

and enjoyed flying small planes.   

 

When he was 29, in 1960, Don married Joanne.  Don and Joanne raised three children 

while they lived in Glen Ellyn.  He worked for Furnas Electric in Batavia as the buyer 

and retired after 27 years.  

Sadly, his wife died in 1985. Don moved from Glen Ellyn, eventually living for nine 

years in the apartment complex at Randall and Indian Trail here in Aurora.  

 

His oldest son now lives in Wisconsin, his daughter in DeKalb and another son in 

Wheaton. He has four grandchildren.    

 

Don has now lived at Sunnymere for almost two years. He really likes it here.  His 

advice for prospect residents—Come for the lunch meal and stay for supper! The 

food is wonderful.  



Remembering 

Vern Cleveland  

Moved to Sunnymere Feb. 9, 2017. 

Died Nov. 9, 2018 

 

 

 

Ray Huddleston 

Moved to Sunnymere August 3, 2012 

Died Oct. 27, 2018 

 

 

 

 

Dawnn Drury  

Moved to Sunnymere April  9, 2017. 

Died January 3, 2019 

   

Wishing health and happiness to our residents who  recently moved from Sunnymere—

Kathleen Bossler, Eileen Randall and Leona Jacobs 



JANUARY 

CLARETTE—2 YEARS 

 

FEBRUARY  

SOPHIE R.—6 YEARS 

JOHNNY K.—4 YEARS 

JANET R.—2 YEARS 

 

MARCH 

DON D.—2 YEARS 

LUCILLE H.—4 YEARS 

THERESA P.—10 YEARS 

 

 

STAFF 

JANUARY 

LARRY D.—10 YEARS 

RUTH I.—6 YEARS 

MONICA L. —1 YEAR 

 

FEBRUARY 

JUANA—18 YEARS 

 

MARCH 

JARED A.—2 YEARS 

MIKE B.—26 YEARS 

DEBBIE B.—3 YEARS 

STEPHANIE L.—1 YEAR 

January 

1/5—Beverly L.  

 

February 

2/2—Lloyd L.  

2/4—Doris L.  

2/10:  Gene L. 

 

March 

3/5—Janet R.  

3/7—Zella McK 

3/15—Virginia C. 

3/23—Kevin J.  

3/28—Theresa P.  

 

RESIDENTS 

January 

1/14—Tavonna H. 

1/26—Rosa P. 

 

February 

2/15—Jen. C.  

 

March 

3/2—Maricela C. 

3/12—Kathi T. 

3/31—Shavon  G. 

   STAFF 

SAVE THE DATE 

 Circus at Sunnymere—Saturday, March 16th at 2pm 

 ‘Rummage Sale’—Friday and Saturday, May 3rd and 

4th 

 Celebrating Mothers—Saturday, May 18th 

 Family Picnic—Saturday, June 15th 

 

You are welcome to bring your rummage over any time. 

We can store it until the sale.  And our Holiday Décor 

Sale will again be in October.  

 


