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Tuesday, November 12 @ 3;30pm  

Celebrating Veterans Day 

Our veterans will be honored at a special service 
from the local Veterans Group.    

Family members—please join us! 

Mark Your Calendars: 

Saturday, December 7th 

4pm-6pm 
Soup and ChilI supper! 

Deck the Halls of Sunnymere 

Would you like to help?  
Contact Shavon at 630-898-7844, ext. 203 

Saturday, December 14th 

11am to 1pm  

Lunch with Santa!!   
Yes, Santa is coming to Sunnymere.  We hope to 
see the Grand-Kids, the Great-Grandkids, 
Great Nieces and Nephews….                                  
And, of course, pictures with Santa! 

 Giving Tuesday is a  

chance for YOU to             

support Sunnymere.  
 

 Check out the details on 

page 3! 
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From our Executive Director, Ruth Isiminger 

Greetings all of our Sunnymere residents and friends, 

 

Our summer did seem to move quickly this year, at least, for me.  I 

trust you filled your summer with great memories and took the time 

to enjoy family and friends.  Many of our residents were able to get 

outside on a regular basis and enjoy the summer sun and each 

other’s company.   

 

I want to thank those of you who donated items to our Holiday Sale 

and those who helped set it up and took the time to be there on sale 

day, at the end of September.  The sale was moderately successful with sales of just over 

$200.00. 

 

I also want to say thank you for making sure your loved ones received their flu vaccines 

this year.  If you have not gotten your vaccine yet, it is never too late in the season, so 

please protect yourself and your family. 

 

Time is moving so fast. I cannot believe I’m saying this, but we are looking ahead and get-

ting ready for the holiday season already.  On November 12th we will be honoring our vet-

erans and with Thanksgiving just around the corner, we are working on our annual fund-

raising campaign through ILGIVES/FOX VALLEY scheduled to have its big giving day 

on Tuesday December 3rd.   

 

Once again we are holding our Deck the Halls event and Lunch with 

Santa for the Christmas season.  Details are in this newsletter so mark 

your calendar and join us for all the fun.    

 

As you embark on the winter journey this year remember to count your 

blessings, enjoy every moment that makes you smile and throw a few 

snowballs. 

 

A big welcome to our newest residents: Bert Theobald, David Lindimier and Lena 

Ferreira. We are so glad you to chose to make your home at Sunnymere.  

Ruth 



Giving Tuesday is Coming! 
 

You’ve heard of ‘Black Friday’? Cyber Monday? How about ‘Giving Tuesday’?   

Giving Tuesday is an on-line campaign to raise money 

for Fox Valley non-profits. ILGive (pronounced 'I’ll 

Give') is the official ‘Giving Tuesday’ on-line  campaign. 

It connects Fox Valley residents with causes they care 

about, such as Sunnymere.  Friends and family are en-

couraged to make a donation to Sunnymere on 

‘Giving Tuesday’,  December 3rd.   

Sunnymere is a non-profit.  We have no ‘owner’.  

There is no one making a ‘profit’ off of Sunnymere.  

We are raising money to support the many activities 

we offer for our residents.  Such as— outside enter-

tainers, family events, the clergy for the Sunday ser-

vices, a pizza party, bingo prizes, board games, magazine subscriptions, crafts, etc.  If we 

had more resources, we could provide our residents with more activities.   

Outside entertainers really perk up the residents, whether it is a Marionette Show, a 

band, singers or musicians.  It is a pleasure to see the residents enjoying themselves.  

Reach out to your friends.  When you support Sunnymere, they will see that support-

ing us is a good thing.   

 

To donate on-line  

on TUESDAY,               

DECEMBER 3, 2019 

foxvalley.ilgive.com  

Type in Sunnymere 

To Donate with a 

check,  

Send your  

donation to 

Sunnymere,  

925 Sixth Ave., 

Aurora IL 60505   

https://foxvalley.ilgive.com/


Mark Hoffman entertained us in September.  

Oswego Senior Center has a great choir that travels to entertain our residents.  They do 

such a great job.  They’ll be back on Nov. 22nd.  

We had some really fun activities this summer! 



We pinned the ‘tooth’ on T-Rex! 

The ‘tooth’ was a bugle, attached 

with frosting! 

So much fun!! 

The Unscheduled Tour  

provides such fun music.  

We all just love this band.  

And once again, look who played the 

drums for one number! 



Meet Renell Cozzi 

Renell was born Nov. 8, 1928 and raised in Berwyn IL. 

She was one of four children. Her mom was a home-

maker and dad, a bookkeeper. Tragically, her father died 

when Renell was very little; her mother remarried and 

then her second husband and a brother also passed away. 

The family lived on the south side of Chicago--during 

high school, Renell had a job at Wrigley Gum for 10 

cents/hour. Graduating from Lindbloom High School in 1946, she was the first one in the 

family to graduate high school. 

After graduation, she worked the switchboard for the telephone company.  It wasn't long be-

fore she met the love of her life, Albert Cozzi, while at the beach. Albert was a WWII vet-

eran, injured at Iwo Jima.  Renell and Albert married, and had three children: Karen, and a 

few years later, Matt and Cindy. On May 22, 1957, Albert was an electrician working on a 

building when a scaffold broke loose, hit him in the head and threw him to the ground. He 

was dead when he hit the ground. Renell was 28--her children were 8, 2 ½ and 1½. She re-

members every moment when the company executives came to her house to give her the bad 

news. 

Renell had to somehow support her family and make a home for her children. She had to be 

both a mother and a father.  She worked odd jobs, saved everything she could and in 1963 she 

somehow was able to buy a little house in Midlothian. When the younger children were in 

school, she entered Beauty School, finished and was able to run a little shop out of her home. 

By the 1970's, Karen had married Hal and was living here in the Aurora area. Renell is now in 

her 40's, she moves out to Boulder Hill and takes a job with the Naperville School District, 

where she remained for 20 years.  When Renell was well into her 80's and needed a place for a 

short stay while Karen and Hal were on vacation, they chose Sunnymere. After staying here 

for a couple of times, Renell decided this was the place she wanted to live permanently. 

She is now 91 and has 13 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild.  Life is good. She always had 

faith in God and knew He would watch over her family. Renell worked hard all her life. She 

is a real hero--she never let her family down.  

Renell is very happy living at Sunnymere.  Here at Sunny-

mere, she tries to participate in as many activities as she can

--she's a real good sport.  

We are honored to have Renell Cozzi as a resident of Sun-

nymere. 



From the desk of Shavon Gardner,  

Life Enrichment Coordinator 

 

Summer was fun.  We had a great Spirit Week in July.  We almost had 

two pool parties (the second was canceled because the weather was not 

good).  We had a few Happy Hours on the veranda (how fun) and we en-

joyed the watching the many golfers. Soundz of Time entertained for us, 

as well as the Oswego Senior Center Choir. We had fun pinning the 

‘tooth’ on T-Rex!!   

 

And suddenly it was fall.  September brought our 2nd Holiday Décor Sale. Thank you to 

Vicki for all her help and Linda for volunteering. Halloween was wonderful.  Many thanks to 

the Pre-School of St. Olaf’s for ‘trick or treating’ at Sunnymere.  

 

Now, coming up: 

On Tuesday, Nov. 12th at 3:30pm, the Visiting Veterans will celebrate and honor our veter-

ans. We encourage family members to join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, Dec. 7th from 4-6pm,  we will ‘decking the halls’ for Christmas.  Would you 

like to decorate your family member’s room? Join us for soup or chili.  

Next, on Saturday, Dec. 14th, from 11am to 1pm, Santa will stop in at Sunnymere. Bring the 

kids and the grandkids for lunch with Santa!! 

 

And if family members want to join their loved ones for Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner, 

we’d love to have you. Charge is only $5.  Reservations needed! 

George Alperin 

Don Barncord  

Don Drake  

Sonny Johnson 

Johnny Key 

Gene Lemons 

Bert Theobald 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE: 



RESIDENTS 

OCTOBER 

10/6/10—Joyce G, 9 years 

10/16/15—Barbara M., 4 yrs  

 

NOVEMBER 

11/28/15—June R., 4 years 

 

DECEMBER 

12/3/16—Mary Lu H., 3 years 

12/31/17—George A —2 yra 

 

STAFF 

OCTOBER 

10/7/09—Diana C., 10 years 

10/12—Kathi T., 1 year 

10/18—Arianna H., 1 yesr 

 

NOVEMBER 

11/10/15—Maricele, 4 yrs 

11/18/16Ilka, 3 years 

11/19-18—Darren S.—1 year 

11/27/04—Judy C., 15 years 

 

November  

11/8—Renell C. 

11/14—Emil S. 

11/27—Johnnie K.  
 

 

 

 

RESIDENTS 

October 

10/6—Debbie B. 

10/27—Meira B. 

10/29—Alexandra F. 

10/30—Thomas W,  
 

November 

11/7—Shanty P.  
 

December 

12/4—Antonia L 

12/9—Larry D. 

12/17—Kevin N.  

   STAFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our newest residents,  

Bert Theobald, David Lindimier and Lena Ferriera.  


