
   

Sunnymere has been providing gracious living and a caring environment at affordable rates for seniors since 1939.  

925 Sixth Ave., Aurora IL 60505    630-898-7844 — Sunnymere.com 

Winter Newsletter 2022 

February and March are busy months! 

• February is Black History Month 

• Valentine’s Day is February 14th, Presidents Day is Feb. 21st, and in Illinois, Lin-

coln’s Birthday is February 12th.  

• Feb. 15th is Resident Council meeting.  This is an opportunity for all residents to 

share what they like about Sunnymere, and what could be improved. 

• Feb 18th, at Happy Hour, Valentine’s Day with Soundz of  Time entertaining.  

• March 1st is Mardi Gras 

• St. Patrick’s Day is March 17th 

• Spring begins on March 20th. 
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Greetings to all our Sunnymere residents and friends, 

 

Welcome to our first edition of SunnyNews in the New Year of 2022.  I like even numbers, so 

here’s to an amazing 2022.   

 

I am writing this when the high temperature for the day so far is 7 degrees, almost balmy, com-

pared to last night.  But no worries the inside temperature is comfortable, and the residents are 

doing well, but a little antsy to get outside again, as are we. 

 

Since we last posted a newsletter, all the residents have gotten their flu vaccine and have had 

the Booster for the COVID virus.  We are as protected as we can be.  It was good to see more 

residents being able to enjoy the Holidays with their families this year even as COVID 

changed again and presented challenges to the nursing staff.  We have prevailed and the num-

ber of new cases is beginning to drop.  YEAH!!!! 

 

I would like to thank all the families and friends of Sunnymere for your generous support dur-

ing our annual Giving Tuesday event, we were able to raise over $15,000.  We are so grateful 

for all of you. 

 

As we look ahead into the coming year, we would like to get our garage sale up and moving 

again, but we cannot do it without your support.  Our need is for volunteers to help set up the 

sale, tear it down at the end and support sales during the event.  We usually hold this event the 

first weekend in May.  I will be reaching out in April to secure some volunteers.  So please 

check your calendar and set a couple of hours aside to help, we would sure appreciate it and I 

know we will have some fun along away.   

 

We are blessed to be of service to all of you, and on behalf of our staff we thank you for letting 

us be a part of your family. 

 

Please enjoy the new edition of the SunnyNews, 
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Welcome to our newest Sunnymere residents! 

 

                

      John Holt                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

      Frank Haro 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

So happy that we could have professional entertain-

ment again at Sunnymere.  The residents really en-

joyed their shows. We paused in December as the 

Covid positivity rate in our area rose.  Looking for-

ward to bringing them back!! Joe’s Senior Moments 

Unscheduled Tour 

Mark Hoffman 

Soundz of Time 
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Many thanks to all those who supported our Annual Fund Drive/Giving Tuesday.  

We very happy to receive a pledge of  $5000 to match the first $5000 raised.  We did 

that—and more!! 

Thank you to our donors: 

Board Members 
Shirley Zemansky 

Tom Smith 

John Neuenkirchen 

Mayor Richard Irvin 

Nancy & Darrell Jordan, in honor of Larry Duy 

Dan Huddleston 

Michele Morgan 

John Shaw 

Charlie Sleezer 

David Wells 

Businesses 
Buttrey Wulff Mamminga Insurance 

Agency Inc 

Cannonball Mechanical/ Paul Buddy 
Plumbing & Heating 

Easy Care Pharmacy 

MCC Technology 

PK Mueller, Certified Public Accountants 

Families of  Current                
Residents 

In honor of Ron Anderson,                         
by Janice Lindley and Molly Van Pelt 

In honor of Donald Barncord,                        
by Gerald Barncord 

In honor of Renell Cozzi,                                    
by Karen Campbell 

In honor of Leroy Fichtel,                                  
by Laura & Michael Pall, Dawn Wallace 

In honor of Joyce Gumm,                                  
by Chris Gumm Sexton 

In honor of Mary Lu Hoover,                                   
by Barb Hoover 

In honor of Helen Korthauer,                           
by Oliver Korthauer,                                              

Peggy Damschen, Ginny Kalman 

In honor of Martha Limbrunner,                     
by The Limbrunner Family 

In honor of Jane and Wayne Lloyd,              
by Carla Sager 

In honor of David Lindimier,                                 
Sue Follman 

In honor of Zella McKittrick,                             
by Linda & Rck Oros,                                              

Glen & Mary McKittrick, Donna Huntress 

In honor of Carl Meurkson,                                     
by Queen Esther Burgo 

In honor of Clarette Miles,                                    
by Britanni Price 

In honor of Barbara Mlejnek,                                    
by Michael Kane  

In honor of Theresa Pevitz,                                      
by Pat & Glen Seimetz 

In honor of June Raridon,                                           
by Jim McIntyre, Suzanne & Greg Sterchi 
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By Cecilia Sanders, former staff, who has always 

cared about Sunnymere.  

Families of  Former Residents 
 

In honor of Lloyd Lage                                                     
by Lynn & James Shuett 

 

In memory of Barb Deshich,                                                  
by Jackie Urso 

In memory of Bobbie Duncan,                                         
by Dayna Tarr 

In memory of Betty Fielding,                                         
by Dennis & Sherry Hazelton 

In memory of Lucille Heath,                                            
by Mary Wolf 

In memory of Mary Ann Jacobsen,                                   
by Marilyn Jacobsen 

In memory of Kevin Joseph,                                             
by Donna & Calvin Edwards 

In memory of Bob Laureys,                                          
by Lisbeth Scher 

In memory of Doris Langston,                                           
by Larry & Diane Langston 

In memory of Mary Muth, Mary Ann Jacobsen 
and Madelyn Schulte,                                                           

by Sharon Jakush 

In memory of Judy Schuhow,                                  
by Tim & Michelle Gerken 

In memory of Bert Theobald,                                       
by Nan Theobald 

In memory of Dorothy Svendsen,                                    
by Karen Schuman 
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Halloween Spirit Week was so enjoyable.  We had 

a Pajama Day, (who doesn’t want to wear their 

pjs all day), ‘twin day’, black and orange day, crazy 

socks day and of course, costume day. We so ap-

preciate  all the residents and staff who decided 

to have some fun!! 
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Christmas Spirt Week was fun for 

residents and staff.  Shavon planned 

Christmas Pajama Day, Flannel 

Day, Christmas Socks and Hat Day, 

Ugly Sweater Day and of  course, 

Red and Green Day.   
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

Before Covid, we held non-sectarian church ser-

vices every Sunday afternoon.  Each week a dif-

ferent minister/clergy/lay leader led services.  

Residents looked forward to these services.  

But that stopped with Covid. Several times during 

Covid, Dave Pikel visited, played his guitar and 

sang during lunch.  In the fall, we were able to 

restart the Sunday services with one week led by 

Alan Reynolds and another by Dave Pikel.   

But then we had to shut it down again in January.  

We were fortunate that Michele Beck, a Hospice 

chaplain, has been coming in twice a month on 

Thursdays to lead services.   

Our Lady of Good Counsel sends a representa-

tive every Thursday to administer Communion 

to our Catholic residents . 

Starting in the fall of 2017, Tom, Paul and Alan 

began volunteering to do ’Devotions’.  Every 

Wednesday morning, they would share God’s 

words with Sunnymere. That stopped during 

Covid, but started up again last fall and now it’s 

stopped again.  We’re looking forward to having 

them back at Sunnymere.  

Enjoy coloring?  Join us for 

Donuts and Coloring!  It’s on 

the calendar! 
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MEET MARY LU HOOVER 

Born in 1934 and raised in Muscatine, Iowa, Mary Lu was one of  six children—4 

brothers and 1 sister. She was the second to the youngest.  Her father was a 

bookkeeper, mother was a housewife.   

Don Hoover, also from Muscatine, knew her brothers and soon started dating Mary 

Lu. They married in January of  1954 (Mary Lu was 19). Don started working for the 

railroad and it wasn’t long before his job took him here to Aurora Illinois. He would 

work for the railroad for 46 years.  

In January 1955, around their first anniversary, their first child, Steven, was born.  

And eleven months later—in December of  1955, Michael came along.  Followed in 

the next few years by Barb, Diane, Martha and Jim.  Mary Lu was very busy taking 

care of  six children.   

The kids went to school at Our Lady of  Good Counsel and high school at Aurora 

Central.  There are now 11 grandchildren and 7 great grandkids.  

Mary Lu has now lived at Sunnymere for five years.  She said the food is good, the 

staff  is caring and she’s very happy here!!  We’re so glad she’s part of  our ‘family’.  
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Residents 

January 

Clarette M.—5 years 

JD—1 year 
 

February 
 

March 

Carl M.—3 years 

Don D.—5 years 

Helen K.—3 year 
 

 

Staff 

January 

Larry D.—13 years 

Ruth I.—9 years 
 

February 

Alondra C—1 year 

Ontreya R.—1 year 

Brenda R—1 year 

 

March 

Mike B.—29 years 

Debbie B.—6 years 

 

January  

1/4—David L. 

1/5—Beverly L. 

1/7—LeRoy F. 

1/4—David L. 

1/17--Sybil B. 

1/18—Joyce G. 

1/30-J D Davis 

 

February 

 

March  

3/6—Helen K. 

3/7—Zella McK. 

3/15—Virginia C. 

3/26—Sonny J.  

 

 

RESIDENTS 

        

   

 

   STAFF 

January  

1/14—Tavonna H 

 

 

February 

2/25—Nancy C. 

 

 

March  

3/2—Maricela 

3/31—Shavon  G. 

People  who  have birthdays tend to 

live longer than those who don’t.  

Are you a Facebook person?  

If so, ‘like’ Sunnymere.  You 

will see our latest posts, 

those residents celebrating 

birthdays and announcing 

upcoming events.  


